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Hubbard Glacier, Alaska, USA 1985-1986
An unusual event on the coast of Alaska was observed with satellite 
imagery in 1986. A glacier slid down a valley and blocked a fiord from 
the rest of the bay. The fiord then turned into a temporary lake. The 
water’s level rose 25 meters before the glacier dam gave way a few 
months later.

Date Satellite Bands Res Path Row
Aug. 7, 1985 Landsat 5 TM 4,3,2 30 m 62 18
Sept. 11, 1986 Landsat 5 TM 4,3,2 30 m 62 18

Earthshots: Satellite Images of Environmental Change

The U.S. Geological Survey Earth Resources Observation  
and Science (EROS) Center archives data from the  
Landsat satellites (1972–present). Earthshots presents  
environmental changes using Landsat images.


